
How should I pray? Teach the art of prayer to me, so 

that I devote myself to you. Tell me truly, how should 

I pray? 
— (Zoroaster) 

Shared Faith Worship 
Although it was a Christian initiative that led to the founding of the Week of 

Prayer for World Peace in 1974, it soon became an inter-faith activity.  The 

first Chairman, the late Edward Carpenter, former Dean of  Westminster,  

established the guiding principle of the Week in the words “The peace of the 

world must be prayed for by the faiths of the world” and this is still the basis 

of our work today. 
 

For those who want to persevere with the idea of praying with people of  

different faiths, three thoughts may be helpful.  First, the different prayers that 

we say are said by neighbours in the same town, and the same street every 

week.  In worshipping together we simply bring under one roof what happens 

anyway under the same sky.  Secondly, we are convinced that there is only one 

humanity that prays, and only one Divinity that we pray to, whatever different 

opinions we may have about that one Divinity.  Thirdly, we recognise that  

inter-faith partnership does not itself imply agreement.  The things we agree on 

are many, and precious.  The things we disagree on are precious too.  When we 

stand with a follower of another faith who is praying, wherever we can agree 

with the prayer, we give our interior assent.  When we cannot agree, we  

withhold our interior assent.  It is still good to stand with that person as a friend 

and as a partner for peace. 
 

Supporters 
The theme of this leaflet has been approved for worldwide distribution by the 

Week of Prayer for World Peace multi-faith committee based in Great Britain.  

Religious communities everywhere are encouraged to celebrate the Week both 

in their observances and together with people of different faiths. 
 

In New Zealand the Week of Prayer for World Peace is supported by:  

Conference of Churches in Aotearoa New Zealand; World Conference on  

Religion and Peace Aotearoa New Zealand; Catholic Commission for  

Justice, Peace and Development; National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah§ô²s of 

New Zealand; New Zealand Buddhist Community; New Zealand Hindu Faith; 

New Zealand Federation of Islamic Associations; New Zealand Jewish  

Community; Anglican Pacifist Fellowship; New Zealand Pacifist Society;  

Society of Friends (Quakers) NZ; Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University; 

NZ Diversity Action Programme; and the Wellington Interfaith Council.   

 

For orders or information 
Please contact Paddy Payne, 161 Seatoun Heights Road, Miramar, Wellington, 

6022; or w: 04-472-2021; or e: paddy.payne@xtra.co.nz.; or m: 021-505-215 
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THE MILLENNIUM RESOLUTION  

Let there be Respect for the Earth,  

Peace for its people, Love in our lives,  

Delight in the good, Forgiveness of past wrongs,  

And from now on, A new start. 

Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 

Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 

Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace. 

Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe. 

THE INTERNATIONAL PR AYER FOR PEACE 

May the memory of the past destruction move us to build for the future, 

May the first two atomic bombs be the last also, 

May the first world wars also be the last,  

O God of peace, O Father of souls, O Builder of the Kingdom of Love.   
— (Christian, George Appleton) 

Faith is the seed of victory and the foundation of 

making the impossible possible. 
— (Brahma Kumaris) 

The humble, meek, merciful, just, pious, and devout souls are everywhere of one religion; 

and when death has taken off the mask they will know one another, though the divers  

liveries they wear here makes them strangers.  
— (William Penn, 1693) 

On the Edge  

Day 7 

My heart throbs, my strength fails me.  
— (Psalm 38 v10) 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the 

feet of the messenger who announces peace. 
— (Isaiah 52 v7) 

There is another brotherhood, the spiritual, which is 

higher, holier and superior to all others. It is heavenly; 

it emanates from the breaths of the Holy Spirit and the 

effulgence of merciful attributes; it is founded upon 

spiritual susceptibilities, 
— (Bahá’í, ‘Abdu'l-Bahá ) 

Race towards forgiveness from your Lord and  

Paradise, whose breadth is as the breadth of the 

heavens and the earth..  
— (Muslim, Qur’an 57:21) 

We pray for - 

People who feel themselves 

at or near the end of their 

endurance. 

Communities reduced by 

famine or warfare. 

Those who are far from 

home. 

People whose pain never 

really leaves them, or if it 

does, keeps returning. 

Those who do not know 

which way to turn. 

The Doveõs Return 

Day 8 

We pray for - 

The flowering of the seed of 

peace in warlike hearts 

and minds. 

Refreshment for those who 

feel dejected in the  

effort to secure peace. 

The renewal of war torn 

places and lives savaged 

by violence.  

Those who have not yet  

discovered their own 

violence. 

Ourselves, less we forget to 

rejoice in Godôs  

purposes. 

Blessed are thou, O Lord, who gavest light to the 

whole world in thy glory.  
— (Jewish, The Hebrew Prayer Book) 



For He satisfies the longing soul. 
— (Psalm 107 v9) 

O, let us live in joy, in peace amongst those who struggle. Among those who struggle, let us 

live in peace.  O, let us live in joy, in love amongst those who hate. Among those who hate, 

let us live in love. 
— (Buddhist, Dhammapada)                                                             

We are convinced that peace is not only possible, it is one 

of the most urgent needs of our time. 

We affirm that every single human being has the right to 

peace and justice, and at the same time peace is a  

responsibility we must all assume. 
 — (from the statement made by ambassadors of every country, 

April 2004, at the inauguration of the World Peace Flame 

in the Hague) 

The Lord is all forgiving to those who are penitent.  
— (Muslim, Qur’an, Ch 8) 

Birds at the mercy of the hawk and the nets in the 

hunterôs hands are parables. These who the Lord cares 

for are saved.  
— (Sikh) 

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One, Blessed be His name, whose glorious 

kingdom is for ever and ever.  
— (Jewish, Authorised Daily Prayer Book) 

Lord put courage in my head, and take away all that 

may hinder me in serving you, let me constantly  

remember that my actions are worthless unless they are 

guided by your hand.  
— (Muslim) 

By the grace of your name may humanity find itself lifted higher and higher. In your 

dispensation, O Lord, let virtue reign in every human heart.  
— (Sikh, Guru Nanak) 

Lift up your hearts! We lift them up unto the Lord. 
— (Christian) 

Action rightly renounced beings freedom, action rightly performed brings freedom. Both are 

better than mere shunning of action.  

— (Hindu, Bhagavad Gita) 

All around are the signs of your infinity; the  

bursting life of countless planets, the unending 

song of innumerable birds, the tireless movement 

of animals and insects. Nowhere can I see a  

beginning or an end to your creation.  
— (Hindu, Bhagavad Gita) 

The only true conquest is that effected through the 

power of Piety (Dharma), which avails both for this 

world and the next.  
— (Buddhist, Emperor) 

May all beings be at ease. Whatever living beings there 

may be; whether they are weak or strong, omitting none. 

The great or the mighty, medium, short or small, the seen 

or unseen, those living near or far away, those born and to

-be-born - may all beings be at ease.  
— (Buddhist, Metta Sutta) 

Homage to you, Breath of Life, in the changing seasons, in the hot dry sunshine and the cold 

rain. There is comfort and beauty in every kind of weather.  

— (Hindu, Atharva Veda) 

Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me all the days of my life. 
— (Psalm 23 v6) 

By my God, I can leap over a wall.  
— (Psalm 18 v29) 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole soul.  
— (Psalm 9 v1) 

He came swiftly, on the wings of the wind.  
— (Psalm 18 v10) 

Your dominion endures 

throughout all generations. 
— (Psalm 145 v13) 

The well being of mankind, itôs peace and security are un-

attainable unless and until its unity is firmly established.  
— (Bahá’í, Bahá’u’lláh) 

My soul, death becomes a well-wisher when you delight in the Word of the Lord. The 

mind is filled with real and beneficial Knowledge when it is imbued with the precious 

Name of God.  
— (Sikh, Guru Nanak ) 

When thou commandest me to sing ... all that is harsh and 

dissonant in my life melts into one sweet harmony - and 

my adoration spreads wings like a glad bird on its flight 

across the sea.  
— (Hindu, Rabindranath Tagore) 

Happy are we who early and late, morning and evening, 

twice every day declare: Hear O Israel, the Lord our 

God, the Lord is One. Blessed be His name, whose  

glorious kingdom is come for ever and ever.  

— (Jewish, Authorised Daily Prayer Book) 

The Power of God is capable of finding hope where hope no longer exists, and a way where 

the way is impossible.  

— (Christian, Gregory of Nyssa) 

We pray for - 

All hearts and minds working 

for Godôs will to be done. 

A sense of belonging within 

creation.  

The healing of wounds which 

we ourselves carry along 

with us. 

The wounded people whom 

we donôt know or even 

know about.  

The joy in participating in 

othersô visions and  

sharing our visions with 

them.  

The Yearning Dove  

Day 1 

Come Holy Ghost our souls to inspire 

And lighten with celestial fire. 
— (Christian, Book of Common Prayer) 

Breaking Free  

Day 2 We pray for - 

The release of imprisoned 

hearts, and minds. 

Those who feel themselves 

prisoners within their own 

bodies. 

Prisoners of habit or  

addiction. 

Victims of the demands  

imposed by other people.  

Victims of demands which 

they impose upon  

themselves. 

Taking Wing  

Day 3  

Soaring  

Day 4 

Going the Distance  

Day 6 

Wings of Power  

Day 5 We pray for - 

All who are setting our on a 

difficult stage in their 

journey through life. 

Those who fear the unknown 

in any form. 

Weary people, and those who 

feel their strength giving 

way. 

People who feel trapped in 

indecision, and do not 

know which way to turn.  

The young and inexperienced 

whether they are  

individuals, communities 

or nations. 

We pray for - 

Those who have been  

subjected to the  

selfishness or self  

righteousness of other 

people. 

The disempowered and  

disabled. 

People who feel unequal to a 

task which confronts 

them.  

Those who depend only on 

themselves and cannot or 

dare not trust others.  

Those in authority  

everywhere. 

We pray for - 

A wise and thoughtful use of 

the joy which is in us. 

Those afflicted with  

depression. 

Discouraged people and all 

who believe themselves 

to be defeated by life.  

Those whose confidence 

leads them to act cruelly 

towards others.  

All who give themselves at 

the expense of their own 

health.  

We pray for - 

All those who need help in 

bearing their personal 

burden of pain. 

Those struggling for justice 

within the community.  

Workers for peace in the 

world. 

Weary and discouraged  

people everywhere. 

People who feel undervalued 

or unappreciated. 

Respect the wide diversity among us in our lives and relationships. Refrain from  

making prejudiced judgements about the life journeys of others. Do you foster the sprit 

of mutual understanding and forgiveness which our discipleship demands of us?  

Remember that each one of us is unique, precious, a child of God.   
— (Quakers, Advice & Queries) 


