
We pray for - 

Those who have suffered 

setback which leave them 

feeling discouraged. 

People who have tried hard 

and feel they have failed. 

People whose life has been 

bruised and battered by 

oppression. 

The disappointed for  

whatever reason. 

Those who believe  

themselves to have been 

deceived and led astray. 
If we sing to God and hear of Him, and let the Love 

of God sprout within us, all our sorrows shall vanish, 

and in our minds God will bestow abiding peace. 

— (Sikh, Adi Granth) 

We pray for - 

All who are in despair. 

Those experiencing what 

appears to be final defeat. 

Those who are mocked by 

the people persecuting 

them. 

People contemplating or 

committing suicide. 

Those trying to help people 

in despair. 

Shared Faith Worship 
Although it was a Christian initiative that led to the founding of the Week or 

Prayer for World Peace in 1974, it soon became an inter-faith activity.  The 

first Chairman, the late Edward Carpenter, former Dean of  Westminster, estab-

lished the guiding principle of the Week in the words “The peace of the world 

must be prayed for by the faiths of the world” and this is still the basis of our 

work today. 
 

For those who want to persevere with the idea of praying with people of  

different faiths, three thoughts may be helpful.  First, the different prayers that 

we say are said by neighbours in the same town, and the same street every 

week.  In worshipping together we simply bring under one roof what happens 

anyway under the same sky.  Secondly, we are convinced that there is only one 

humanity that prays, and only one Divinity that we pray to, whatever different 

opinions we may have about that one Divinity.  Thirdly, we recognise that inter

-faith partnership does not itself imply agreement.  The things we agree on are 

many, and precious.  The things we disagree on are precious too.  When we 

stand with a follower of another faith who is praying, wherever we can agree 

with the prayer, we give our interior assent.  When we cannot agree, we with-

hold our interior assent.  It is still good to stand with that person as a friend and as  

a partner for peace. 
 

Supporters 
The theme of this leaflet has been approved for worldwide distribution by the 

Week of Prayer for World Peace multi-faith committee based in Great Britain.  

Religious communities everywhere are encouraged to celebrate the Week both 

in their observances and together with people of different faiths. 
 

In New Zealand the Week of Prayer for World Peace is supported by:  

Conference of Churches in Aotearoa New Zealand; World Conference on  

Religion and Peace Aotearoa New Zealand; Catholic Commission for  

Justice, Peace and Development; National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of 

New Zealand; New Zealand Buddhist Community; New Zealand Hindu Faith; 

New Zealand Federation of Islamic Associations; New Zealand Jewish  

Community; Anglican Pacifist Fellowship; New Zealand Pacifist Society;  

Society of Friends (Quakers) NZ; Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University; 

NZ Diversity Action Programme; and the Wellington Interfaith Council.   

 

For orders or information 
Please contact Paddy Payne, PO Box 5428, Wellington; or 04-472-2021; or 

paddy.payne@intergen.co.nz.; or 021-505-215 
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THE MILLENNIUM RESOLUTION  

Let there be Respect for the Earth,  

Peace for its people, Love in our lives,  

Delight in the good, Forgiveness of past wrongs,  

And from now on, A new start. 

Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 

Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 

Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace. 

Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe. 

THE INTERNATIONAL PR AYER FOR PEACE 

See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not even 

Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the 

grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 

much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
— (Christian, Matthew 6 v28-30) 

By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept 

when we remembered Zion. There on the poplars 

we hung our harps, for there our captors asked for 

songs, our tormentors demanded songs of Joy. 
— (Jewish, Psalm 137) 

Faith is the seed of victory and the foundation of making the impossible possible. 
— (Brahma Kumaris) 

Finding Courage  

Day 7 

Take heart and wait for the Lord.  
— (Psalm 27v14) 

Give thanks to him and praise his name.  
— (Psalm 100 v4) 

O God!  Refresh and gladden my spirit.  Purify my 

heart.  Illumine my powers.  I lay all my affairs in Thy 

hand.  Thou art my Guide and my Refuge.  I will no 

longer be sorrowful and grieved; I will be a happy and 

joyful being.  O God!  I will no longer be full of anxiety, 

nor will I let trouble harass me.  I will not dwell on the 

unpleasant things of life. 

— (Bahá’í, ‘Abdu'l-Bahá ) 

Taking Hope  

Day 8 

From unreality lead me to reality, from darkness 

lead me to light, from death lead me to immortality. 
— (Hindu, The Upanishads) 



ñThe peace of the world needs to be prayed for by the faiths of the worldò - Edward Carpenter 

We pray for - 

Those who are conscious of 

harm done to others. 

People who feel implicated 

in harm done to them. 

Nations and people unable to  

forgive. 

All whose vocation is to  

mediate forgiveness and 

acceptance. 

Ourselves when we project 

feelings of guilt on to 

others by judging them 

harshly. 

We pray for -  

Frightened people, whatever 

it may be that terrifies 

them. 

Those who frighten others, 

for whatever reason all 

victims of terrorism. 

Those who face the future 

with trepidation. 

People in situations in which 

fear gives rise to  

violence. 

We pray for -  

All who carry a burden they can 

neither support nor relinquish. 

All who labour without ever feel-

ing they have accomplished  

anything. 

Those who can see no end to the 

work they are called upon to 

do. 

Discouraged people and those 

whose life has been shattered 

or bruised by loss. 

Those who are expected to do the 

jobs no-one else is willing to 

carry out. 

We pray for - 

People who feel that their life is 

without purpose or direction. 

Men and women who are  

deskilled or disempowered 

by changes in society. 

Those whose contribution to the 

way things are done or  

organised is ignored or  

undervalued.  

People who undervalue them-

selves.  

Those without love or respect 

for the poor or disabled. 

We pray for - 

Neglected people, all who feel 

that they are passed over and 

ignored. 

The stigmatised and  

discriminated against. 

People who feel that they have 

no way of influencing those 

on whom their welfare and 

livelihood depends. 

Individuals, groups and agencies 

who work to help the  

forgotten. 

Ourselves, when we reject the 

love offered to us. 

Be merciful to me Lord for I am faint.  
— (Psalm 6 v2) 

If you desire to listen to the thunderous 

voice of the Dharma, exhaust your word, 

empty your thoughts, for then you may 

come to recognise this One Essence. 
— (Buddhist Zen)                                                             

When the heart is hard and parched up, come upon me with a Shower of Mercy. When 

grace is lost for life, come with a Burst of Song.             — (Hindu, Rabindranath Tagore) 

Help me Ahura Mazda (Lord of Light) to discern the signs of the Age we live and be in 

harmony with it, for the world is surging with new life. 
— (Zoroastrian) 

May the stream of my life 

flow into the river of  

righteousness. 
— (Hindu, Rig-Veda) 

No man is an island, entire in itself; 

every man is part of a continent, a part 

of the main.  
— (John Donne) 

I forgive all beings. 

Let all living beings forgive me.  

— (Jain) 

Though a man be soiled with the sins of a lifetime, let him but love me, 

rightly resolved, in utter devotion.  I see no sinner, that man is holy. 

— (Hindu, Bhagavad-Gita) 

It is I. Don’t be afraid.  
— (Christian, John 6 v20) 

God is always at hand to help me if I am brave enough to set aside negative feelings and 

worrying thoughts and let myself be guided by pure love.  

— (Brahma Kumaris) 

O my servants, all of you are hungry except for those 

I have fed, so seek good of me and I shall feed you. 

— (Muslim, Hadith) 

I will not leave you orphaned: I am coming to you. 

— (Christian, John 14 v18) 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are 

weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest.” 

— (Christian, Matthew 11 v28) 

Be thou my might, O Lord of light. I grope in the dark; scatter the darkness.  

— (Zoroastrian) 

I am always with you. 
— (Psalm 73 v23) 

According to your mercy think on me. 
— (Psalm 25 v7) 

He who watches over you will not slumber.  
— (Psalm 121 v3) 

The Lord gathers the exiles of Israel. 
— (Psalm 147 v2) 

I am worn out calling for help. 
— (Psalm 69 v3) 

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord 

to Thee. 
— (Christian, Frances Havergal)                                                                        

Associate thou, as much as thou canst, with the relatives and strangers; display thou loving 

kindness; show forth the utmost patience and resignation. 

— (Bahá’í, ‘Abdu'l-Bahá ) 

We pray for - 

Socially isolated people, that they 

may feel a sense of belonging. 

Those who feel cut off from others 

by what they themselves have 

done or said. 

People who are estranged from or 

alienated by those who were once 

close to them. 

Outcasts and those considered  

unsuitable for the society of other 

people. 

Those who feel isolated because of 

the loss of people whom they 

love. 

Aiming at Life  

Day 1 

Living in Fellowship  

Day 2 

Being Forgiven  

Day 3 

Being Secure  

Day 4 

True Refreshment  

Day 6 

Knowing you are 

not Forgotten  

Day 5 

All that we ought to have thought and have not thought; 

All that we ought to have said and have not said; 

All that we ought to have done and have not done; 

All that we ought not to have thought and yet have thought; 

All that we ought not to have said and yet have said; 

All that we ought not to have done and yet have done; 

For thoughts, words and works, pray we O God, for  

forgiveness and repent with penance 
— (Zoroastrian) 

You are my father, you are my mother 

You are my relative, you are my brother 

You are my saviour everywhere 

So why and of whom shall I be afraid? 

— (Sikh, Adi Granth) 

Cause us Father to lie down in peace, and 

raise us again to enjoy life .... 

— (Jewish) 


