
W e p ra y fo r - 
A ll w eary people. 
T h ose w h o are overw orked 

an d exploited. 
P eople w h o m ake th em selves 

w ork too hard, defeatin g 
th e purpose of th eir w ork. 

T h ose w h ose life has becom e 
an  in tolerable burden 
through suffering. 

T h ose w ith out freedom  to 
live w ith dignity. 

L eave th en th y foolish  ran ges 
F or n on e can th ee secure 
B ut on e w h o n ever chan ges, 
T h y G od, th y life, th y cure. 
—  (C h ristian , H enry V au gh an ) 

W e p ra y fo r - 
A ll w h ose h earts are th ankful for 

G od’s love an d providen ce. 
T h ose w h o are m ore aw are of w h at 

th ey lack than w hat is to be  
en joyed. 

P eople w h o are too busy gettin g 
an d spen din g to give than ks for 
w h at h as been  given. 

T h ose w h ose suffering m akes 
th an ksgivin g difficult or even  
im possible.  

O urselves, for opportunities of  
service an d fulfilm en t. 

S hared Faith W orship  
A lthough it w as a C hristian initiative that led to the founding of the W eek or 
P rayer for W orld P eace in 1974, it soon becam e an inter-faith activity.  T he 
first C hairm an, the late E dw ard C arpenter, form er D ean of  W estm inster, estab-
lished the guiding principle of the W eek in the w ords “T he peace of the w orld 
m ust be prayed for by the faiths of the w orld” and this is still the basis of our 
w ork today. 
 

F or those w ho w ant to persevere w ith the idea of praying w ith people of  
different faiths, three thoughts m ay be helpful.  F irst, the different prayers that 
w e say are said by neighbours in the sam e tow n, and the sam e street every 
w eek.  In w orshipping together w e sim ply bring under one roof w hat happens 
anyw ay under the sam e sky.  S econdly, w e are convinced that there is only one 
hum anity that prays, and only one D ivinity that w e pray to, w hatever different 
opinions w e m ay have about that one D ivinity.  T hirdly, w e recognise that inter
-faith partnership does not itself im ply agreem ent.  T he things w e agree on are 
m any, and precious.  T he things w e disagree on are precious too.  W hen w e 
stand w ith a follow er of another faith w ho is praying, w herever w e can agree 
w ith the prayer, w e give our interior assent.  W hen w e cannot agree, w e w ith-
hold our interior assent.  It is still good to stand w ith that person as a friend and as  
a partner for peace. 
 

S upporters 
T he them e of this leaflet has been approved for w orldw ide distribution by the 
W eek of P rayer for W orld P eace m ulti-faith com m ittee based in G reat B ritain.  
R eligious com m unities everyw here are encouraged to celebrate the W eek both 
in their observances and together w ith people of different faiths. 
 

In N ew  Z ealand the W eek of P rayer for W orld P eace is supported by: the  
C onference of C hurches in A otearoa N ew  Z ealand, W orld C onference on  
R eligion and P eace A otearoa N ew  Z ealand, the C atholic C om m ission for  
Justice, P eace and D evelopm ent; the N ational S piritual A ssem bly of the B a-
ha’is of N ew  Z ealand; the N ew  Z ealand B uddhist C om m unity; the N ew  Z ea-
land H indu F aith; the N ew  Z ealand F ederation of Islam ic  
A ssociations; the N ew  Z ealand Jew ish C om m unity; the A nglican P acifist F el-
low ship; the N ew  Z ealand P acifist S ociety; the S ociety of F riends (Q uakers) 
N Z ; and the B rahm a K um aris W orld S piritual U niversity.   
 
For orders or inform ation  
P lease contact P addy P ayne, P O  B ox 5428, W ellington; or 04 -472-2021; or 
paddy.payne@ intergen.co.nz.; or 021 -505-215 
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T H E  M IL L E N N IU M  R E S O L U T IO N  
L et th ere b e R esp ect fo r th e E arth, 

P eace fo r its p eo p le, L o v e in  o u r liv es, 
D elig h t in  th e g o o d , F o rg iv en ess o f p ast w ro n g s, 

A n d  fro m  n o w  o n, A  n ew  start. 

L ead m e fro m  death to life, fro m  falsehood to truth. 
L ead m e fro m  despair to hope, from  fear to trust. 
L ead m e fro m  hate to love, from  w ar to peace. 
L et peace fill our heart, our w orld, our universe. 

T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  P R A Y E R  F O R  P E A C E  

B lessed art th ou, O  L ord our G od, K in g of th e U niverse, w h o m akest th e ban ds of sleep to 
fall upon  m y eyes, an d slum ber upon m y eyelids. M ay it be th ey w ill, O  L ord m y G od an d 
G od of m y fath ers, to suffer m e to lie dow n  in peace an d to let m e rise up again in peace. 
—  (Jew ish) 

A s th e rose un folds its petals to th e light 
of th e sun ,  
S o h elp m e, A h ura M azda (L ord of 
L ight) to un fold 
M y h eart to th y ligh t. 
—  (Z oroastrian) 

In th e n am e of A llah, th e m ost m erciful, th e m ost kin d. 
A ll praise is for A llah , th e L ord of th e U n iverse, th e m ost m erciful, th e m ost kin d. 
—  (M uslim , Q ur’an , ch.1) 
 

B e gen erous in prosperity, an d th ankful in  adversity. B e w orth y of th e trust of th y 
n eigh bour, an d look upon  him  w ith a brigh t and frien dly face. 
—  (B ah á’í, ‘B ah á'u 'lláh ) 

R est from  Labour 
D a y 7 

A  T hankful H eart 
D a y 8 

B e at rest once m ore, O  m y soul.  
—  (P salm  116 v7) 

G ive thank s to him  and praise his 
nam e.  
—  (P salm  100 v4) 

P ursue n ot th e outer en tan glem ents. 
D w ell n ot in  th e inn er void. 
B e seren e in th e on en ess of th in gs.                                       
—  (B u ddhist, So-san) 


