
6th National Interfaith Forum 

“Micro to Macro: Models of Working Together” 

27 Feb. – 1 March 2009 

 

The Auckland Inter-Faith Council warmly invites you to 

participate in the 6th National Interfaith Forum, beginning Friday 

27th February at 6 p.m. and concluding Sunday 1st March at 1 p.m. 
 

In addition, the 4th Women’s Interfaith Forum will be held on 

Friday 27th February from 9:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

 
Enjoy the serenity of a Buddhist monastery; savour a vegetarian feast, 

prepared by a Hindu Community, and served at a Latter Day Saints Church; 

be uplifted by a multi-faith worship service in a Jewish Temple. Experience 

inter-faith in action! 

 

Venues for the various Forum sessions have been selected from among the 

many faith communities in the greater Auckland region, including the Fo 

Guang Shan Buddhist Temple (www.fgs.org.nz ), a spectacular complex 

adapted from the palatial design of the Tang Dynasty. 

 

Women’s Interfaith Forum:  “Sharing Our Sacred Journeys” 

Friday 27 Feb. from 9:30 am  to  4:30 pm. 

Manukau Baha’i Centre, 16 Rowandale Road, Manurewa 

 

Internationally renowned speaker, Dr Maureen Sier of 

Scotland will give the keynote address. Dr Sier currently works for the 

Equality Unit of the Scottish Government helping build the capacity of local 

interfaith groups across Scotland. Maureen has also worked as the 

Development and Education Officer for the Scottish Interfaith Council which 

included designing interfaith programs for women in Scotland. She has 

strong ties to the Pacific, having lectured in Sociology at the University of 

Samoa, and she wrote her doctoral thesis on ‚Women and Religion in 

Samoa‛. She sits on the Executive coordinating committee of the European 

Women of Faith Network. She will be sharing some of her personal journey 

as well as exploring the role women are taking in interfaith initiatives in 

Scotland and Europe. 
 

http://www.fgs.org.nz/


There will also be a panel of prominent New Zealand women from various 

faiths who will each share (10 – 15 min.) about their personal faith journey, 

why they ‘are’ what they are, and how it has impacted their life.  

The moderator will be Rev Jenny Harrison, and the speakers to date are:  

        Anjum Rahman (Muslim), Saras Nair (Hindu), Jo Randerson (Anglican), 

   Rabbi Johanna Hershenson (Jewish), Melanie Riwai-Couch (LDS), 

   Ven. Amala Wrightson (Zen Buddhist) 

 

Guided group discussions and activities which will allow all participants to 

share key elements of their personal faith journeys will be the programme 

for the afternoon session.  

 

Lunch, morning and afternoon tea will be provided. Admission will be by 

   donation. 

Our sincere thanks go to our hosts, the Manukau Baha’i Community, who 

are offering their venue and who will be sponsoring, preparing, and serving 

all the food and refreshments.   

 

National Interfaith Forum  - 

  “Micro to Macro: Models of Working Together” 

 
FRIDAY 27 Feb. 6 pm – 9 p.m. “Celebrating Together” 

Opening Banquet at the Latter Day Saints’ Church*, 147 Pah Road, Royal 

Oak, Auckland, featuring delicious vegetarian cuisine lovingly prepared by 

the members of the BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir of Avondale and co-

hosted by members of the LDS church. There will be entertainment, and 

greetings from local and national level dignitaries.  

 

* Venue directions: On the other side of the road from the Auckland Zen Centre and 

Sanitarium Factory, and further south towards the Manukau Harbour a couple of hundred 

metres. It is a big building on the corner of Pah Rd and Korma Rd with the characteristic 

LDS spire and a large carpark. 

 

SATURDAY 28 Feb. 9 am - 5 p.m.  “Working Together” 

Venue is the  Fo Guang Shan Temple, 16 Stancombe Road, Flatbush/East 

Tamaki, Manukau City. 

The programme will include a tour of the spectacular Temple complex. 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Dr Maureen Sier  

We are delighted to welcome Dr Sier of Scotland, a renowned scholar, 

teacher, and leader in the field of interfaith work. Dr Sier has many years 

interfaith experience as the Education and Development Officer for the 

Scottish Inter Faith Council and is currently working for the Equality Unit of 



the Scottish Government helping to build the capacity of local interfaith 

groups across Scotland.  She recently was the recipient of a Fulbright 

scholarship, working with an international task force in various faith 

communities throughout the USA and has subsequently set up a learning 

exchange called SAFE (Scotland America Faith Exchange).  Dr Sier has also 

done extensive research in the Pacific, having completed both a Masters and 

Doctoral degree in areas dealing with religion in Samoa. 

Dr Sier will share the models of interfaith initiatives that she has been 

involved in, and will offer insights into the challenges faced when working 

at a national level.  

 

Following will be a panel featuring a range of speakers from throughout 

New Zealand, who will share about current and proposed interfaith 

initiatives at the local, national, and regional levels. 

There will be an opportunity to hear from each of the Interfaith Councils 

operating throughout New Zealand, as well as from other organisations 

involved in interfaith work. Group discussions will also be held. Mr Joris de 

Bres, the Race Relations Commissioner, will launch proposed guidelines on 

religion in schools. 

Vegetarian food will be catered by the Temple. Morning tea, lunch, and 

afternoon tea will be served. 

 

SUNDAY 1 March, 10 am – 1 pm “Praying Together” 

Multi-faith Devotional Service will be held at Beth Shalom Synagogue,  

180 Manukau Road, Epsom, Auckland.  Religious leaders of various faiths 

will deliver a brief reading and message on the theme: What does our 

religion teach about tolerance and understanding of people of other faiths?  

Music by an interfaith choir assembled for the occasion. 

Following will be a light lunch. 

 
COST  for the National Interfaith Forum, which includes the Friday night banquet, Saturday 

programme (including lunch, morning and afternoon teas), and Sunday (including lunch) will 

be $30  p.p.  if received by 10 Feb., or $40 after 10 Feb.  

Students and unwaged – please enquire about discounted rates.  

 

MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS: Auckland City Council, Office of Ethnic 

Affairs, Council of Christians and Muslims, Manukau !ÈÏÈɀÐɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȮɯ3he 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Pah Road), BAPS Swaminarayan 

Mandir (Avondale), and Beth Shalom Progressive Jewish Community, and others. 

         



Registration Form 
Please return this form, with payment, by 10th February 2009  

 

Name:   (Please print clearly) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Faith Community or Organisation:  

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone:_______________________________Mobile:_________________________ 

 

 

Email:______________________________________________________________ 

 

All meals provided will be vegetarian or include vegetarian options. If you have any 

specific dietary, or special (eg related to a disability) need, please tell us:   

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

If you have been involved in any interfaith work which you would like to have the 

opportunity to share with the Forum, please briefly describe: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Please √ what you will be attending:   

□ Women’s Interfaith Forum, Friday 27 Feb., 9:30 am – 4:30 pm 

□ National Interfaith Forum Opening Banquet, Friday 27 Feb., 6 – 9 p.m. 

□ National Interfaith Forum, Saturday 28 Feb., (9:00 registration, 9:30 – 5:00 p.m.) 

□ National Interfaith Forum, Sunday 1 March (10:00 am– 1:00 p.m.)  

 

EARLY BIRD PRICE - $30.00 per person, if received before 10 Feb. 2009. 

Registrations received after 10 Feb.: $40. p.p. 

 



Please ÔÈÒÌɯÊÏÌØÜÌÚɯ×ÈàÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯɁAuckland Inter-Faith Councilɂ and post with your 

registration form  to: 

Interfaith Forum 

PO Box 20097 

Glen Eden, Auckland 0641 

 

Enquiries to aifc@slingshot.co.nz  
For programme updates, please visit www.interfaith.org.nz  

http://www.interfaith.org.nz/

