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The Natural World

and its Creatures Today we pray for

Respect for the natural
world and delight in its

Unless ye must, bruise not the wonder and richness.

serpent in the dust, how much

who abuse nature and
And God saw everything that animals.
he had made, and behold, it Animals caught up in

was very good. situations of war and
Christian violence.

less wound a man, and if ye r\/\ Agencies and individuals

can, no ant should ye alarm, v—/"‘ 7 devoted to conserving

much less a brother harm. | \\ nature.

Bahé'i, ‘Abdu'l-Bahé 4\ /> A change of heart for those
L:-/\S

O this beauty of the Universe. How did you, my Lord,
come to create it? What outburst of ecstasy allowed
Your Being to be manifested?

Hindu

We pray especially for the hidden victims of war - innocent animals, forced into
dangerous situations, unable to express, or to comprehend their fear and pain.
We bring to mind the many species of animals which, for centuries, have faithfully
served and died in wars, not of their making.

Linda Bodicoat

Day 8
Today we pray for

Peacemakers < ‘ - All Peace-makers.

B A ——
v To live our own lives as
worthy peace-makers.
s
_—

May there be mutual love in the world, Peace | leave with you,
May delusion dwell at a distance My peace | give unto you: Not as the
Jain world giveth, give | unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither
let it be afraid
What is hateful to you, do not to your Christian
fellow men. This is the entire Law; all

the rest is commentary. O Lord baptize our hearts into a sense
Jewish of the conditions and needs of all men.
George Fox, Quaker

May | never cause pain to any living
being,
May | never utter untruth,

May all beings be at peace and find the true peace within their own hearts.
Mansukh Patel, The World Peace Flame Foundation

Week of Frayer for Worlc! Feacc

Shared Faith Worship

Although it was a Christian initiative that led to the founding of the Week of Prayer
for World Peace in 1974, it soon became an inter-faith activity. The first
Chairperson, the late Edward Carpenter, former Dean of Westminster, established
the guiding principle of the Week in the words “The peace of the world must be
prayed for by the faiths of the world” and this is still the basis of our work today.

For those who want to persevere with the idea of praying with people of different
faiths, three thoughts may be helpful. First, the different prayers that we say are
said by neighbours in the same town, and the same street every week. In
worshipping together we are simply bringing under one roof what is happening
already under the same sky. Secondly, we are convinced that there is only one
humanity that prays, and only one Divinity that we pray to, whatever different
perceptions we may have about that one Divinity. Thirdly, we recognise that i
nter-faith partnership does not itself imply agreement. The things we agree on are
many, and precious. The things we disagree on are precious too. When we stand
with a follower of another faith who is praying, wherever we can agree with the
prayer, we give our interior assent. When we cannot agree, we withhold our
interior assent. ltis still good to stand with that person as a friend and as a partner for
peace.

Supporters

The theme of this leaflet has been approved for worldwide distribution by the Week
of Prayer for World Peace multi-faith committee based in Great Britain. Religious
communities everywhere are encouraged to celebrate the Week both in their
observances and together with people of different faiths.

In New Zealand the Week of Prayer for World Peace is supported by:

Conference of Churches in Aotearoa New Zealand; Catholic Commission for
Justice, Peace and Development; National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of
New Zealand; New Zealand Buddhist Community; New Zealand Hindu Faith; New
Zealand Federation of Islamic Associations; New Zealand Jewish Community;
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship; New Zealand Pacifist Society; Society of Friends
(Quakers) NZ; Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University; NZ Diversity Action
Programme; and the Wellington Inter-Faith Council.

For orders or information

Please contact:
Paddy Payne, 161 Seatoun Heights Road, Miramar, Wellington, 6022
or email: paddy.payne@xtra.co.nz; or call w: 04-472-2021 or m: 021-505-215
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te ranga tahi
together we grow

NZ Diversity Action Programme

The Millennium Resolution
Let there be Respect for the E_ar’cl‘x,

Feace forits Peop]e, | ove in our lives,
Dc!ight in the goocl, Forgivcness of past wrongs,
And from now on, A new start.

Thc Intcrnationa] Fraycr for Fcacc

Lcad me from death to !hce, from falsehood to truth.
Lcad me from dcspair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lcad me from hate to iovc, from war to peace.

| et peace fill our heart, our world, our universe.



Caring for
Each Other

We are the children of many traditions - inheritors of
both shared wisdom and tragic misunderstanding. In
that which we share, may we see the common prayer
of humanity; where we differ, let us wonder at human
freedom; together let us know the uniqueness that is
God.

Jewish

No one of you is a believer until he desires for his
brother that which he desires for himself.
Muslim

O Great Spirit, | pray for your blessing. | pray that you
bring peace to all my brothers and sisters of this
world ...Give us the wisdom to teach our children to
love, to respect, and to be kind to each other, so that
they may grow with peace in mind.

Native American

Taking Action

Hasten the time, O Lord, when no
man shall live in contentment
while he knows that others have
need.

Christian, George Appleton

The greatest tragedy is not the strident clamour of
bad people, but the appalling silence of the good
people.

Christian, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Hate and violence will destroy us. God doesn't want
people to kill each other. He created our different
religions - different views, ideas and languages -

so that we can learn from each other.

Sheikh Abdul Aziz Bukhari,

Jerusalem Peacemaker

Today we pray for

The people of North and
South America.

People facing injustice.
Those working for human

rights and non-
violence.

Whatever you wish that
men would do to you, do so
to them.

Christian

Hurt not others in ways that
you yourself would find
hurtful.

Buddhist

Today we pray for

The people in the Middle
East, remembering
especially the Iraqi,
Palestinian and Israeli
peoples.

That people may be
strengthened as they
work for peace and
justice.

Those who dedicate their
lives to helping others.

Peace cannot be
delegated, it begins with
you and me and the
choices we make each
day.

Savitri McCuish,

The World Peace Flame
Foundation

Truth

Not seeing clearly we perpetuate the disease of the
world. May we, living rightly, come to know Truth;
That, abiding in peace, we may bring peace to all
beings.

Buddhist

In the attitude of silence the soul finds the path in a
clearer light, and what is elusive and deceptive
resolves itself into crystal clearness. Our life is a
long and arduous quest after Truth.

Mahatma Gandhi

Do not allow difference of opinion, or diversity of
thought to separate you from your fellow men, or to
be the cause of dispute, hatred and strife in your
hearts. Rather, search diligently for the truth and
make all men your friends.

Baha'i, ‘Abdu'l-Baha
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Hope

Almighty God, source of true peace, as |, your
child, sit in your presence absorbed in your light, |
feel your loving benevolence, your deepest desire
to bind and heal all the wounds of injustice,
conflict and hopelessness in myself and the
world.

Hindu

| still believe that people are really good at heart -
if I look into the heavens | think it will come out
right, that peace and tranquillity will return again.

Anne Frank

May God help us to bring peace to the people of
Congo, and give us the strength never to give up
hope.

Henri Ladyi, Centre Resolutions Conflits, Congo.

Today we pray for
The people of Oceania.
People seeking to create

opportunities and justice

for all.

Those striving to create
joyful and peaceful
environments.

May speech with truthful words
conquer over lying utterance;
May the righteous order gain the
victory over the demon of the lie.

Zoroastrian

To work for the reinstatement of
the notion of objective truth is, in
the long run, to work for the
achievement of world peace.

Sangharakshita

Today we pray for

The people of Africa,
remembering especially
Sudan, Somalia,
Congo, Rwanda,

N. Uganda, N. Nigeria
and Zimbabwe.

People caught up in war
situations.

Those struggling for justice
and peace.

More things are wrought
by prayer than this world
dreams of...

Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Understanding
and Forgiveness

He did not take my deeds into
account, such is His forgiving nature.
He gave me His hand, and saved
me, and made me His own, forever
and ever. | enjoy His love.

Sikh

Listening is a very powerful tool. When | have brought
together divided people, who have such anger towards

each other, their relationships can be transformed by

respecting each other's testimonies ...what unfolds is a

beautiful relationship of understanding.
Ashima Kaul, Founder of Athwaas, Women's peace-
building organisation, Kashmir

Today we pray for

Asia, remembering
especially Afghanistan,
Kashmir, Sri Lanka,
Tibet, Burma and
Pakistan.

A vision of truth and peace
to inspire hearts and
minds.

O, let us live in joy, in love
amongst those who hate.
Among those who hate, let
us live in love.

Buddhist

Open my eyes to the beauty that shines within all who walk the earth. Keep me from
imagined hurts, from seeing foes where only friends are to be found. And give me insight
into my own heart, that | may uproot all that weakens me. Help me to be patient when
others misunderstand me, open to the thoughts of those who are near to me, and quick

to forgive all who wound me.
Jewish
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Love and ‘.
Kindness

May every place light up with the sparkling light of
mine...

May supportive of the poor, my life's way be

May loving the old and the suffering, my way be
Muslim, Allam Igbal

My peace is in my heart. My peace is the embrace
that | can share with those | love. My peace is
knowing that | can contribute to the world.

Gill Hicks, Survivor of London bombings

Today we pray for

Europe, remembering
especially Russia/
Chechenya and the
Balkans.

The willingness to value
others and learn from
them.

The respect of human
rights.

Look where you may

He pervades and prevails
As Love and Affection
Zoroastrian

| am able to face all types of challenge when | know how to keep my mind clear and
calm. And God is always on hand to help if | am brave enough to set aside my negative
feelings and worrying thoughts and let myself be guided by pure love.

Brahma Kumaris



