
Our First Newsletter, October 2016 
This newsletter is to update all those who attended the launch events, those who have given 
financial donations and all who have given support and assistance to the Trust Board as we take 
our first moves to establish our national Religious Diversity Centre.

Launched in Wellington
The Religious Diversity Centre was launched in Parliament Building in Wellington in March 2016 by 
our patron, the Rt Hon Helen Clark. Almost 150 people attended from the religious communities, 
government, NGO and education sectors. We were challenged by Helen’s words: “The world badly 
needs voices of reason and tolerance and those who will work to build dialogue and respect across 
faiths and beliefs. I do believe that New Zealand can show the way.”

Centre Establishment Coordinator and Office
Thanks to the University of Otago the RDC has an office in the University of Otago Centre at 385 
Queen Street, Auckland. This central city location offers a place where we can meet, organise, 
host people, and build a library and resource centre. Adjoining rooms are available to the Centre 
for events, meetings and programmes. See above for telephone numbers to arrange to visit. 

Photographed at his desk in the RDC Office is Dr Todd 
Nachowitz who was contracted in June to work half-time as 
the Centre Establishment Coordinator. He continues to teach 
part-time in Religious Studies at the University of Waikato.  
Todd is a person of extensive experience, directing, learning 
and teaching in the field of religions and cultures. 

Once the office was established and the Auckland launch 
event over, Todd has written a major application for funds, 
given assistance to a newly emerging Interfaith Council, 

written a substantial submission on Census data for Statistics NZ and begun to meet with different 
groups of leaders of religious and secular communities. Programme planning and organising a 
website are now top priority for Todd.

Fund-raising
The trustees have embarked on the important task of fund-raising to provide a firm base for the 
Centre. This will involve both a solid endowment as well as funding for individual projects, 
research, training and programmes.  Trustee Ricky Waters holds the position of Trust Treasurer.

University of Otago House, 385 Queen St, Auckland
P.O. Box 5543,  Auckland  1141

Phone 09 521 4367,  027 432 7590
e-mail: religiousdiversitytrust@gmail.com

If you wish to give a donation, and seek to claim a tax credit,  the following details are required.
Kiwibank The Religious Diversity Centre in Aotearoa New Zealand Trust Acct: 38 9017 0433364 00

Charities Registration: CC52791
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An Auckland launch event 
A mihi offered by Dr Manuka Henare and a welcome by Su’a William Sio, Member of Parliament 
for Mangere and Labour spokesperson for Interfaith Affairs greeted about 150 people from different 
sectors of the community n the St Columba Hall on 1 September. Keynote speaker Swami 
Agnivesh came to us as a Director of the King Abdullah International Centre for Interfaith and 
Intercultural Dialogue in Vienna. He has also contributed to the work of the Parliament of World 
Religions and the United Religions Initiative.

A Vedic scholar, based in India, his central concern is the poverty 
and hunger of the 21,000 people who die of hunger around the 
world every day. He urges all religious and spiritual communities 
to act together in that spirituality of compassion which they all 
share to bring about a better world for all members of the human 
family.  

Trustee, Jenny Te Paa Daniel responded ‘I thank you 
for so readily and so simply re-stating what ought to be the focus, the kaupapa, 
indeed the priority of religion. If religion is not primarily about the pursuit of justice for 
all - and not just for some - then can it really be upheld as the life-sustaining uplifting 
force it so uncritically insists itself to be in all its many 
manifestations?’

Swamiji presented his latest book ‘Applied Spirituality’ to Pope Francis at the 
UN World Food Programme in Rome in June. Copies of the book are 
available from the Centre at $20.00 plus $5.00 p&p.

Research
True to its principle of evidence-based research supporting reliable information and analysis, the 
Centre’s first public programme was a series of presentations by Dr John Shaver, in Wellington, 
Auckland and Dunedin. New to the Religions Department in the University of Otago, John is part of 
the longitudinal New Zealand Attitudes and Values Study, 

John’s topic was ‘Religion, the Media, and the (Un)making of Prejudice towards 
NewZealand’s Muslims’. “Our findings are important”  says Associate Professor 
Bulbulia in support of the research, “because tolerance of Muslims lags behind 
other groups. Our results suggest that communities of religious non-Muslims are a 
key resource for bridging the Muslim acceptance gap”.

Greetings
This newsletter comes with the greetings from the Trustees, Jocelyn Armstrong, Kevin Clements, 
Jenny Te Paa Daniel, Paul Morris, Douglas Pratt, Aarif Rasheed, Verpal Singh, Nicholas 
Thompson and Ricky Waters, and the Centre Establishment Coordinator, Todd Nachowitz.

Trustees caught in action: 
Verpal Singh, Convenor Centre 
Management Committee,  
Douglas Pratt, Convenor 
Programme Committee, 
Aarif Rasheed, resident lawyer, and 
Ricky Waters, Trust Treasurer.


