
Workshop:   Using Education as a Tool to Bridge the Gap 

 

15 people were present: 

Facilitators: Paul Morris and Jocelyn Armstrong 

Other participants: Alyn Ware, Peace Foundation;  

Ricky Waters, chaplain at Massey;  

Jill Shaw, chaplain at Massey, worked in RMS;  

Husan Ruzehaji,  

Chris van der Krugt, Chaplain at Massey;  

Brian Vale,Catholic Misssion in Japan;  

Kent Stevens,  

Geoffrey Prentice, Social Studies Teacher;  

Sumaiya Al-Yarubi, Law Student from Oman;  

Rod Alley,  

John Young, Head of St Joseph’s Catholic School;  

Amanda Evans and Kate Manson, TV1 My God series; 

 

It was reported  

¶ that the Unit Standards for Religious Studies, formulated in the 1980’s 

are now being revised by the Ministry of Education. 

¶ that there is progress in discussions with the Ministry of Education 

about a possible Religious Studies course for NZ schools 

¶ that the new New Zealand curriculum allows for the study of Religions 

in Social Studies in Years 9 and 10, when students study the impact of 

cultural interaction on cultures and societies. 

 

Two discussion groups formed to discuss what we would want Year 9 and Year 10 

students (13 and 14 year olds) to learn in a Religious Studies course. 

 

Points made in discussions: 

¶ Trained neutral teachers are important in creating a safe environment and 

bringing out points from different backgrounds 

¶ Trained teachers need good resources 

¶ Teaching Religious Studies is an objective academic exercise 

¶ Different perspectives need to be validated in the classroom 

 

¶ Starting point needs to be finding out what students want to know 

¶ Students in today’s multi-cultural society and multi-cultural classrooms would 

benefit from learning about mainstream traditions 

¶ A good starting point would be students discussing their understanding of God, 

as students enjoy hearing from one another in such discussions 

 

¶ The course could deal with the major religions and use themes such as rites of 

passage, festivals, sacred buildings etc. 

¶ The question of ‘Why Religion?’ and the stereotypes of ‘religion’ could be 
dealt with, also misconceptions from the media 

 

¶ Video resources are very important in today’s classroom, e.g. clips from The 
Simpsons and other tv programmes can be used as entry points 

¶ Visits to sacred buildings and visiting speakers from different religions are 

important in giving an authentic learning experience  


